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VIRGINIA STATE HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY VIRGINIA FRUIT 
SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER  

2023 

@applesva  @vshsociety  www.virginiaapples.net/vshs 

The harvest has 
arrived!  The apple 

processing market is 
hard this season and 

I pray all are able to 
find a home for their fruit.  

Member Directories did not go out in July, 
however, they will be mailed next week with 2023-
24 Membership forms.  We now have the option to 

use PayPal for payments, the link is posted on our 
webpage www.virginiaapples.net/vshs  or click  

 paypal.me/VSHSociety  *you will need to request an invoice 
if you do not have a paypal account. 

      Blessings, 
      Laura Wiley 

vshsociety@gmail.com 
PO Box 2445, Winchester, VA 22604, 540.667.9101 
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Virginia farmers are 

proud to grow the food 

that helps supply more 

than 4 billion meals 

annually through 

nutrition programs 

offered through the 

farm bill. Click this link 

for more information: 
 

What is the Farm Bill? 

https://www.facebook.com/applesva
https://www.instagram.com/vshsociety/
https://www.virginiaapples.net/vshs
https://www.virginiaapples.net/vshs
https://www.paypal.com/paypalme/my/profile
mailto:vshsociety@gmail.com
https://crsreports.congress.gov/product/pdf/IF/IF12047


 2 

 Focus on the Farm Bill  
Farm Bill Briefing 

Last week, USApple Senior Vice President, Diane Kurrle,  

participated in a Farm Bill briefing for the House New Democrats 

Coalition on Capitol Hill. The briefing was attended by several 

Members of Congress including Representative Kim Schrier (D-

WA) who introduced Kurrle.  

Discussion focused on the need to maintain and improve key programs such as: 

• The Specialty Crop Research Initiative 

• Specialty Crop Block Grants 

• The Market Access Program 

• Crop Insurance 

The New Dems are championing many of these programs in their Farm Bill priorities and helping to lead the 

charge in support of the priorities of the Specialty Crop Farm Bill Alliance (SCFBA). 

 

Specialty Crop Farm Bill Alliance (SCFBA) Endorses New Bills 
 

USApple and the SCFBA are working with key House and Senate leaders who are introducing bills to implement 

the SCFBA priorities. Just last week two bills were introduced that we support:  

• The Specialty Crop Support Act of 2023 was introduced by Reps. Elissa Slotkin (D-MI) and Lori 

Chavez-DeRemer (R-OR), to extend and enhance the Specialty Crop Block Grant Program 

• The Protecting America’s Orchardists and Nursery Tree Growers Act was introduced by Reps. Bill 

Huizenga (R-MI) and Jimmy Panetta (D-CA), which expands the eligibility of tree, bush and vine 

growers for the Tree Assistance Program and modernizes the program.  

July 28, 2023 

The 2023 Pesticide Collection Program includes 7 collection dates beginning on Sept. 26. If you want to 

participate in the program, please fill out the pre-registration form & submit it prior to your collection 

date. The dates, locations & form can be found at this link:   Pesticide Collection 

What is the Farm Bill? 

http://usaa.memberclicks.net/message2/link/3dc8312a-b7a4-47ee-9146-a1b6879d8d70/2
http://usaa.memberclicks.net/message2/link/3dc8312a-b7a4-47ee-9146-a1b6879d8d70/3
https://www.vdacs.virginia.gov/pesticide-collection.shtml
https://crsreports.congress.gov/product/pdf/IF/IF12047
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Agricultural Worker Protection Standard Posters, videos, and compliance information links 
  

 
Current videos here: https://pesticideresources.org/wps/training/percvids/ 

 

Information on compliance: https://pesticideresources.org/wps/guide/compliance.html 

 

EPA Website: 

https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-worker-safety/agricultural-worker-protection-standard-wps 

https://pesticideresources.org/wps/training/percvids/
https://pesticideresources.org/wps/guide/compliance.html
https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-worker-safety/agricultural-worker-protection-standard-wps
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Looking for an Orchard 

near you to visit? Our 

directory includes over 50 

Apple Orchards all over the 

Commonwealth. If yours 

isn't listed, be sure to 

contact us to be included.  

Virginia Apple Orchards 

https://www.virginiaapples.net/orchards


 5 

Register Here to Participate 

Local School Divisions 

https://virginiadoe.gov1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_429WePpIUaJ1iqG
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/programs-services/school-operations-support-services/school-nutrition/local-school-nutrition-program-contacts
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2024 Mid-Atlantic Fruit & Vegetable Convention 

January 30th to February 1st 2024 
 
 

 The 2023 Mid-Atlantic Convention was a big success and we are now planning for an even better 
2024 Convention! 
 

 An estimated 2,250 persons attended the 2023 edition of the Mid-Atlantic Convention January 31 to 
February 2 at the Hershey Lodge in Hershey, Pennsylvania.  Over 160 companies were represented in the 
trade show which was sold-out with a waiting list of exhibitors anxious to get into the show.   
 

 A series of pre-convention workshops and a bus tour on January 30 drew over 250 participants with 
the bus tour being sold out.  After a virtual convention in 2021 due to the pandemic and a successful but 
slightly smaller in-person convention in 2022, the Convention Committee is pleased with the increased 
attendance at the 2023 Convention.   
 

 Various committees are planning for the 2024 Mid-Atlantic Convention with the goal of building on 
the 47-year history of a premier grower educational event.  
 

Mark your calendar now for January 30 to February 1st, 2024 in Hershey, PA.   

Interested in becoming a member of 

the Women’s Auxiliary of the Virginia 

State Horticultural Society? 

Contact: 

DEBRA FAUBLE 

540-869-4005 

540-247-6843 c 

dlf021656@gmail.com  
 

or 
 

BARBY FRANKENBERRY 

304-229-3110  

304-261-1696 c 

bfrankenberry@aol.com 

“VA State Horticultural Society, Winchester, VA  January 14, 1915” 

https://www.mafvc.org/
mailto:dlf021656@gmail.com
mailto:bfrankenberry@aol.com
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 Pay Member Dues 

vshsociety@gmail.com 

paypal.me/VSHSociety
mailto:vshsociety@gmail.com
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2023 VSHS SPONSORS 

ADAMS COUNTY NURSERY  FIRST BANK-WINCHESTER  
HELENA AGRI-ENTERPRISES HORIZON FARM CREDIT  
KNOUSE FOODS  NUTRIEN AG-SOLUTIONS 
PETERSON FARMS VALENT USA  
VIRGINIA FARM BUREAU FEDERATION 

 

VSHS 

OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS 

Greta Liskey, President 

Bill Sharp, Vice President 

Laura Wiley, Executive Secretary 

DISTRICT ONE 

Greta Liskey 

Diane Kearns 

DISTRICT TWO 

Kenner Love 

Bill Sharp 

DISTRICT THREE 

Ruth Flippin Saunders 

John Bruguiere 
 
Jamie Williams, Director-at-Large 

Festivals, Pick Your 

Own, Orchard Tours, 

Good Ole Fashion 

Family Fun! 

Let us help you promote your event! Post 

the information on our website by clicking 

this link          Upcoming Events 

Scan the QR Code or click the link below to see 
the 2022 Virginia Cider Apple Report.  Definitely 
worth the read, summary information on the 
Cider Industry as well as statistic on various 
varieties and quantities of Virginia Apples used to 
produce cider.  2022 Va Cider Apple Report 

 
 

 

Contact: 
 
Jocelyn Kuzelka 
Winemaker/Cidermaker 
 
Panacea Wine & Cider Consulting 
P O Box 550 
Patrick Springs, VA 24133 
276 694 5903 main 
276 252 8466 mobile 
www.panaceawineconsulting.com 

https://www.virginiaapples.net/apple-events-festivals
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sSQkmdNhK3taHuNyqFmSpRMcPNuG48Lw/view?pli=1
http://www.panaceawineconsulting.com/

