
 1 

VIRGINIA STATE HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY VIRGINIA FRUIT 
JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2024 

@applesva  @vshsociety  www.virginiaapples.net/vshs 

 

 

 

MAFVC 2024 Information ........................... Pages 2-4 

US AppleTracker & US Apple in the News ...... Page 5 

USDA & WPS Info; A Message from VDACS .... Page 6 

Sponsor Focus, Horizon Farm Credit ............... Page 7 

AREC Blog Update; VA Apple Orchards........... Page 8 

 Farm Bill News for 2024 ................................. Page 9 

Women’s Auxiliary; Apple History Article ..... Page 10 

Fun Book; Event Posting; Sponsors ............... Page 11 

The new year arrives and 
it’s all about the 2024 Mid-

Atlantic Fruit & Vegetable 
Convention January 30th  -  

February 1st, 2024.   
 

Our Annual Member Breakfast 
meeting is Thursday, February 1st at 

7:30 am in Cocoa Suites 3, 4 & 5.    
Your advanced registration is due by January 19th.    

 
We now have the option to use PayPal for payments, 

the link is posted on our webpage 
www.virginiaapples.net/vshs or click  

 paypal.me/VSHSociety  *you will need to request an invoice if 
you do not have a paypal account. 

 

      Wishing you a prosperous, healthy, happy New Year! 
      Laura Wiley 

vshsociety@gmail.com 
PO Box 2445, Winchester, VA 22604, 540.667.9101 

“Our farmers deserve praise, not 
condemnation; and their efficiency 
should be cause for gratitude, not 

something for which they are 
penalized.”— John F. Kennedy 

Apple Picking  & 

Packing, 

Covesville, VA. 

Home of the 

“Albemarle 

Pippin” 

https://www.facebook.com/applesva
https://www.instagram.com/vshsociety/
https://www.virginiaapples.net/vshs
https://www.virginiaapples.net/vshs
https://www.paypal.com/paypalme/my/profile
mailto:vshsociety@gmail.com
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The 2024 Mid-Atlantic Convention promises to be another exceptional grower gathering. We will be 

joined by the North American Strawberry Growers Association! 
 

An estimated 2,200 or more persons are expected for the 2024 edition of the Mid-Atlantic Convention January 30 to 
February 1 at the Hershey Lodge in Hershey, Pennsylvania.  Over 160 companies will represented in the trade show 

which is sold-out with a waiting list of exhibitors anxious to get into the show.  A series of pre-convention workshops 
and a farm market bus tour on January 29 are expected to attract several hundred participants with the bus tour 

usually being sold out.  This year’s Convention is noteworthy because the members of the North American Strawberry 
Growers Association from all over the continent will be holding their annual meeting in conjunction with the  

Mid-Atlantic Convention.  Various committees have been planning for the 2024 Convention with the goal of building on 
the 47-year history of a premier grower educational event.  

 

Eric Finkenbinder, an award-winning 

meteorologist with abc27, will address 

"Challenges of Our Changing Local 

Climate" as our 

 2024 Keynote Speaker 
 

Eric lives in Perry county, PA where he enjoys most of 
his time on the family farm or in his backyard working 

on one of his many hobbies. His time on the farm 
showed him the importance of detailed, local weather 

forecasts which is why he pursued meteorology at 
Penn State.  He received a B.S. in meteorology in 2003 

and started working at his hometown news station. This 
will be Eric’s 21st year with abc27 where you can see 
him during the weekday evening newscasts at 5, 6, 7 

and 11 p.m. Eric also provides science and agriculture 
stories for the station and writes a weather outlook for 

Lancaster Farming, a weekly regional newspaper.  

When he is not forecasting or working in the fields, Eric 

enjoys learning new ways to improve his vegetable and fruit gardens, beekeeping, forest regeneration projects, 

helping his daughters with 4-H projects, or perhaps learning another new hobby. He is a member of the Capital 

Area Beekeepers Association and American Chestnut Foundation. 

 
 

Mark your calendar now for January 30 to February 1st, 2024 in Hershey, PA.   
 

2024 MAFVC 

https://www.mafvc.org/
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CLICK HERE FOR AN ON-LINE PDF OF OUR 2024 ADVANCED REGISTRATION FORM 

Virginia State Horticultural Society 
MID-ATLANTIC FRUIT AND VEGETABLE CONVENTION 

January 30th - February 1st, 2024 

Hershey Lodge, 325 University Dr, Hershey, PA 17033 
(NOTE:  VSHS Annual Meeting is Thursday, February 1, 2024 @ 7:30am in Cocoa Suites) 

Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Business Name: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address: __________________________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone: ______________________________ Email: ______________________________________________ 

REGISTRATION FEES 
Advance registration must be received by January 19, 2024. Registration is required for each person, including spouses.  Fees allow one to attend 

both fruit and vegetable sessions as well as enter the exhibit area.  No refund of pre-registration fees will be made unless canceled by January 19th in 

writing, by phone (540) 667-9101, or by email vshsociety@gmail.com.  Please indicate above all who will be attending, use back of form if necessary. 

 

VSHS Member Registration 

  Advanced Registration 

   First Person from a family, farm, or business _____@ $80.00 = $________ 

   Additional persons from a family, farm, or business _____@ $65.00 = $________ 
 

  Walk-In Registration at Hershey or postmarked after 1/19/24 _____@ $95.00 = $________ 

Non-Member Registration 

 One Day _____@ $130.00 = $________ 

 Three Day _____@ $170.00 = $________ 

ANNUAL FRUIT & VEGETABLE GROWERS BANQUET 

 Tuesday, January 30, 2024 – Nigerian Room _____@ $35.00 = $________ 
 

Workshops/Bus Tour -Monday, January 29, 2024 – Pre-Registration is Required for these Events  

 (NOTE:  Convention Registration is not required for these events) 

 Producing Vegetable Transplants (Includes Lunch & Handouts) 9:00am – 4pm _____@ $70.00 = $________ 

 Food Safety Modernization Act Grower Training (Includes Lunch & Manual) 9am-5:15pm _____@ $50.00 = $________ 

 Begin with the End in Mind:  An Overview of the Farm Transition Process 9am – 12pm _____@ $25.00 = $________ 

 Sustainable High Tunnel Vegetable Production (Includes Lunch & Handouts) - 9am to 4:30pm _____@ $70.00 = $________ 

 Recall Readiness (Includes Lunch) – 9am – 3pm _____@ $75.00 = $________ 

 PA Pesticide Applicators License Training (Includes Lunch & Manual) 9am – 4pm _____@ $85.00 = $________ 

 Maximizing Productivity: Strawberry Production Workshop (Includes Lunch) – 9am – 4:30pm _____@ $80.00 = $________ 

 Software Solutions for Farm Management (Young Grower Alliance) – 2pm – 4pm _____@ $15.00 = $________ 

 Specialty Mushrooms – 12pm – 4:30pm _____@ $35.00 = $________ 

 Berks/Lancaster County Bus Tour (Includes Lunch) – 7:45am – 5:30pm _____@ $95.00 = $________ 

      

                                                                                             Total Enclosed  $______________ 
 

Make check payable to VSHS, mail to PO Box 2445, Winchester, VA 22604 

You must provide names of all attendees so that name badges may be prepared, use back of form if necessary. 

ENTRY TO EXHIBIT HALLS AND SESSIONS REQUIRE AN IDENTIFICATION BADGE 

Credit Card Payment Online: paypal.me/vshsociety 
*If you do not have a PayPal account, please request an invoice. 

https://www.virginiaapples.net/_files/ugd/49d5c7_cb5803a27ff1467f83adb0327e9727c6.pdf
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The total number of apples in storage on December 1, 2023, was 173 million bushels, 29 percent more than 
last December’s total of 134 million bushels and 19 percent more than the 5-year average for that date. 
  
Fresh apple holdings this December totaled 124 million bushels, 33 percent more than the inventories 
reported for last December. Processing holdings totaled 49 million bushels, 19 percent more than last year 
on December 1. 
  
This report captures more than 95 percent of the national storage capacity. 
 

USAppleTracker: December 2023 
Excel format: December 2023 – Tables 

 

USAppleTracker: Harvest Wrap-Up Webinar  
Presenter: Chris Gerlach, Director of Industry Analytics, USApple 

 

Chris Gerlach, USApple’s Economist and Director of Industry Analytics, will review the latest storage reports, helping the 

industry recalibrate for the remainder of the marketing year. The webinar will highlight findings from the proprietary 

USAppleTracker national storage surveys that detail the holdings and movement of U.S. apples by state, variety, use and 

storage type over the course of the year. These data are critical to understanding where we are relative to prior seasons and 

for identifying prevailing trends in production and varietal shifts.  

 

US Apple Harvest Wrap Up Webinar 

December AppleTracker Storage Report 

USApple in the News  

Apples have been front and center in many news cycles over the last few weeks. 

National news stories in CNN and NPR reached more than 50 million readers; 

USApple worked with reporters at both outlets to help shape the stories to 

accurately hit key points. In D.C. news outlets, we’re seeing reporting about the 

coalition letter USApple signed regarding China's Permanent Normal Trade Relations status. Plus, USApple’s December 

Storage Report is making headlines, as well as the USDA Under Secretary’s visit to a packing house in PA.  

• NPR: Millions of U.S. apples were almost left to rot. Now, they'll go to hungry families 

• CNN: October is prime apple season. Why did prices plunge? 

• Lancaster Farming: USDA Leader Touts Progress Growing Export Markets 

• Gettysburg Times: U.S. trade official tours plant, brings ag export info 

• Fruit Growers News: USDA chief visits Rice Fruit apple packinghouse 

• The Produce News: USDA official tours Rice Fruit packinghouse 

• Fresh Plaza: Under Secretary for Trade and Foreign Agricultural Affairs visits apple packing house 

• Fruit Growers News: Fresh apple storage numbers up 33% 

• The Packer: Fresh apple holdings up by 33% year over year 

• Fresh Fruit Portal: U.S. fresh apple holdings up in December 

• Fresh Plaza: US December apple storage up 29 percent over 2022 

• Agri-Pulse: Ag groups try to stop anti-PNTR proposal 
• Agri-Marketing: FARM GROUPS WARN AGAINST IMPACTS OF CHINA'S PNTR REPEAL  

December 14, 2023 

http://usaa.memberclicks.net/message2/link/de8835fb-94f4-45b0-8f8d-12df3e910c72/17
http://usaa.memberclicks.net/message2/link/de8835fb-94f4-45b0-8f8d-12df3e910c72/18
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/play/KuiVZ7fQo5ugJF6zYBJTft7RYR7Hm-cJPn5oiTmp98IyB-uGWUjPcy_P-01rnLcpR3pnqO7MVygh-o4t.TttsEtjuUITy0Gvq?canPlayFromShare=true&from=share_recording_detail&continueMode=true&componentName=rec-play&originRequestUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fus02we
http://usaa.memberclicks.net/message2/link/de8835fb-94f4-45b0-8f8d-12df3e910c72/3
http://usaa.memberclicks.net/message2/link/de8835fb-94f4-45b0-8f8d-12df3e910c72/4
http://usaa.memberclicks.net/message2/link/de8835fb-94f4-45b0-8f8d-12df3e910c72/5
http://usaa.memberclicks.net/message2/link/de8835fb-94f4-45b0-8f8d-12df3e910c72/6
http://usaa.memberclicks.net/message2/link/de8835fb-94f4-45b0-8f8d-12df3e910c72/7
http://usaa.memberclicks.net/message2/link/de8835fb-94f4-45b0-8f8d-12df3e910c72/8
http://usaa.memberclicks.net/message2/link/de8835fb-94f4-45b0-8f8d-12df3e910c72/9
http://usaa.memberclicks.net/message2/link/de8835fb-94f4-45b0-8f8d-12df3e910c72/10
http://usaa.memberclicks.net/message2/link/de8835fb-94f4-45b0-8f8d-12df3e910c72/11
http://usaa.memberclicks.net/message2/link/de8835fb-94f4-45b0-8f8d-12df3e910c72/12
http://usaa.memberclicks.net/message2/link/de8835fb-94f4-45b0-8f8d-12df3e910c72/13
http://usaa.memberclicks.net/message2/link/de8835fb-94f4-45b0-8f8d-12df3e910c72/14
http://usaa.memberclicks.net/message2/link/de8835fb-94f4-45b0-8f8d-12df3e910c72/15
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October 13, 2023 

 

 

 

NEW FARMER RESOURCE PAGE 
 

Are you considering getting into the agriculture 
industry or are you a new farmer? VDACS has put 

together a webpage just for you! The Resources for 
New & Beginning Farmers page includes links to 

financial information, farm planning, training 
programs, technical assistance, conservation 

information, farm safety, and farm stress. The page 
also contains links to videos from a recent seminar 
hosted by the Virginia Secretary of Agriculture and 

Forestry and VSU College of Agriculture. 
 
 

Resources for New and Beginning Farmers 

         
 

 
               

 

2024 Draft 
 

The 2024 Draft Appendix III/M-13 Handbook was released on 12/21/2023. You can download the entire handbook, and/
or view the record types and their associated exhibits individually from the table below. The handbook files are available 
in Adobe PDF file format. 

NOTE: If you have a problem accessing any of the records, please email Appendix III comments. 

2024 Draft Appendix III/M-13 Handbook  

Agricultural Worker Protection Standard Posters, videos, and compliance information links 
  
 

Current videos here: https://pesticideresources.org/wps/training/percvids/ 
 

Information on compliance: https://pesticideresources.org/wps/guide/compliance.html 

 

EPA Website:  https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-worker-safety/agricultural-worker-protection-standard-wps 

Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS) 
     Grower Resource page for selling          
     food to USDA.     
 

      Follow this Link 

https://www.facebook.com/VsuCollegeOfAgriculture?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVO2GsmhCkyOHxunmcGm8QxZEaQVnQByJoDMX4Mni7YcBEhRm1UIZdn0i9OgBHJfjbg6YY3ih80FLa2G6C_x_dKO_yoTVnJLyAH4rxnq9Hex1s_7YFVVM57b7dtcBRoisB8SGc9hUbtMOfQ1ucgbfxhhKuW-n9kKY3nmoZO5HtOtzDEfwQepwR6NrNblR1f-YM
https://www.vdacs.virginia.gov/education-resources-for-new-begining-farmers.shtml
mailto:appendixiii.comments@usda.gov
https://rma.usda.gov/en/Policy-and-Procedure/Appendix-III-M13-Handbook-Index/2024-Draft
https://pesticideresources.org/wps/training/percvids/
https://pesticideresources.org/wps/guide/compliance.html
https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-worker-safety/agricultural-worker-protection-standard-wps
https://www.ams.usda.gov/selling-food
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Looking for an Orchard 

near you to visit? Our 

directory includes over 50 

Apple Orchards all over the 

Commonwealth. If yours 

isn't listed, be sure to 

contact us to be included.  

Virginia Apple Orchards 

Acimovic Tree Fruit Pathology Lab @ VA Tech 

If you are not already subscribed to Dr. Srdjan Acimovic’s Lab,  the Assistant Professor of 

Plant Pathology (PI) at the Alson H. Smith Jr. Agricultural Research and Extension Center, 

Virginia Tech Winchester.  Click the link in the photograph above and do so today!. You 

will receive up to date reports from Dr. Acimovic on Tree Fruit Pathology in real time.  

New Post 11/15/2023 

https://www.virginiaapples.net/orchards
https://treefruitpathology.spes.vt.edu/
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News from the Specialty Crop Farm Bill Alliance  

What is the Farm Bill? 

https://crsreports.congress.gov/product/pdf/IF/IF12047
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Interested in becoming a member of the 

Women’s Auxiliary of the Virginia State 

Horticultural Society? 

Contact: 

DEBRA FAUBLE 

540-869-4005 

540-247-6843 c 

dlf021656@gmail.com  

 
or 
 

BARBY FRANKENBERRY 

304-229-3110  

304-261-1696 c 

bfrankenberry@aol.com 

Secrets of the Blue Ridge: Mountain Apples: For the Love of Fruit  

 

                  Click Title Above to Read the Article                                                      By Phil James  -  Crozet Gazette 

mailto:dlf021656@gmail.com
mailto:bfrankenberry@aol.com
https://www.crozetgazette.com/2022/11/04/secrets-of-the-blue-ridge-mountain-apples-for-the-love-of-fruit/
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2024 VSHS SPONSORS 

VIRGINIA FARM BUREAU FEDERATION HORIZON FARM CREDIT  
FIRST BANK  NUTRIEN AG SOLUTIONS 

 

VSHS 

OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS 

Greta Liskey, President 

Bill Sharp, Vice President 

Laura Wiley, Executive Secretary 

DISTRICT ONE 

Greta Liskey 

Diane Kearns 

DISTRICT TWO 

Kenner Love 

Bill Sharp 

DISTRICT THREE 

Ruth Flippin Saunders 

John Bruguiere 
 
Jamie Williams, Director-at-Large 

 

Let us help you 

promote your 

event! Post the 

information on 

our website by 

clicking the link 

below. 

Upcoming Events 

Wayne's Amazing Apple Recipe Book  
  

 is published in a standard 8 x 10 format, 120 pages, illustrated, with 
Apple Recipes-Instructions and over fifty (50) “Color Me” apple 

drawings and illustrations for home & classrooms or children-adult 
interactive fun times.   The book is available directly from the author 

for $15.00 or amazon.com.   
 

Published by The Rockfish River Valley Short Book Writers,  

Wayne Drumheller, Editor and Founder   
 

ISBN-9798865493051 $15.00 Paperback—Large Print 
Publication date: November 12, 2023 

 

For more information:  

Wayne Drumheller, M.Ed. 
Photojournalist, Published Author, Publisher, Publicist 

Cell/Text 336-266-6461 
Email: waynedrumheller.hd@gmail.com   

waynedrumheller.com  

https://www.virginiaapples.net/apple-events-festivals
https://www.amazon.com/Waynes-Amazing-Apple-Recipe-Book/dp/B0CM91C69Y/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2V9UZAE9YXC4S&keywords=Wayne%E2%80%99s+Amazing+Apple+Recipe+Book&qid=1703713674&sprefix=wayne+s+amazing+apple+recipe+book%2Caps%2C102&sr=8-1
mailto:waynedrumheller.hd@gmail.com
http://waynedrumheller.com/

